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Restaurant & Retail Executives and Investors Group

Looking to connect with other Restaurant & Retail executives to share ideas and best practices?
Seeking ways to increase your brand visibility or grow your business? This is the place to bridge
those contacts!  An exclusive group for executives in the Restaurant & Retail industries and
institutional investor groups to network and discuss trends & ideas.

  
To join, click here or the image above.

Featured Article:

Payless ShoeSource to shutter all 2,100 of its remaining
US stores

 February 16, 2019
 
NEW YORK- (Associated Press, Chicago Sun Times)  -  Payless ShoeSource is shuttering all of its
2,100 remaining stores in the U.S. and Puerto Rico, joining a list of iconic names like Toys R Us and
Bon-Ton that have closed down in the last year. The Topeka, Kansas-based chain said Friday it will
hold liquidation sales starting Sunday and wind down its e-commerce operations. All of the stores
will remain open until at least the end of March and the majority will remain open until May.

 Click here to read the full article in Chicago Sun Times
Copyright © 2019 Chicago Sun-Times

 

LeBron's Blaze Pizza charts path to IPO with deliveries and
a 500-store target

 February 15, 2019
 
LOS ANGELES- (Leslie Patton, Bloomberg) - Blaze Pizza, the restaurant chain backed by basketball
star LeBron James, is expanding deliveries across the United States to take on Domino's and ready
itself for an initial public offering. Founded in 2011, the Pasadena-based fast-casual upstart also is
going national with a new 14-inch pizza deal for online orders that's meant to compete with
industry stalwarts Domino's Pizza Inc. and Pizza Hut. Jumping into the to-go and delivery arena
means the company may be ready for an IPO in two years, co-founder Rick Wetzel said.

 Click here to read the full article in the Los Angeles Times
Copyright © 2019 Los Angeles Times

 

Tocaya Organica Opens in Westwood, California
 February 15, 2019

 
CALIFORNIA-  (QSR)  -  With 11  Tocaya Organica  locations across Southern California and
Arizona, The Madera Group  is ready to unveil their first outpost in Westwood. Opening Friday,
February 22 at  1122 Gayley Avenue #101B  in a 3,000 square foot space, the new restaurant
embraces Tocaya's ethos of modern simplicity, with an open floorplan, plenty of lounge seating,
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and a 700 square foot patio. Westwood will be the 12th location of the rapidly expanding brand
which is slated to have a total of 19 stores open by the end of this year.  To celebrate the grand
opening, and as a neighborhood appreciation day for locals and local businesses, Tocaya
Westwood will be hosting 'First Round's on Us' all day on Saturday, March 2. Guests' first two
tacos are free with any purchase of a beverage, side, or entrée (upcharges apply for premium
proteins).
Click here to read the full article in QSR
Copyright © 2019 JOURNALISTIC, INC

 

PepsiCo says investments to drive sales will dent profit this
year

 February 15, 2019
 
UNITED KINGDOM  - (Aishwarya Venugopal,  Reuters) -  PepsiCo Inc said on Friday increased
investments in advertising and products aimed at boosting sales growth would lead to a fall in
profit this year. In his first major strategic move after taking over as chief executive officer, Ramon
Laguarta unveiled plans to cut jobs and restructure plants to save $1 billion annually through 2023
and fund its investments in a bid to claw back market share from larger rival Coca Cola.

 Click here to read the article in Reuters
Copyright © 2019 Reuters

 

Frankie & Benny's owner Restaurant Group CEO steps
down, shares sink

 February 14, 2019
 
UNITED KINGDOM  - (Mike Spector and  Jessica DiNapoli, Reuters) -  Frankie & Benny's owner
Restaurant Group Plc said on Thursday its Chief Executive Officer Andrew McCue was leaving the
company, citing "extenuating personal circumstances," sending its shares tumbling as much as 13
percent. Restaurant Group did not elaborate further on the circumstances of its CEO's departure,
but said his exit was not related to the company's business. "While I recognise that this decision is
untimely, it is the right one for me and my family," McCue said in a statement.

 Click here to read the article in Reuters
Copyright © 2019 Reuters

 

Chipotle Ends Fiscal Year 2018 Strongly, Will It Continue
The Growth In 2019?

 February 13, 2019
 
UNITED STATES - (Forbes) -  Chipotle Mexican Grill  (NYSE: CMG) reported quarter 4 and Full
year results for the Fiscal year 2018 recently. In the first 3 quarters the company had done well on
comparable sales improvement and net new stores openings, this trend continued in the
4th quarter, too, with the company posting the highest quarterly comparable sales increase for the
fiscal year.  The company beat consensus estimates for the 4thquarter with Non-GAAP EPS and
revenue. The full year revenue was up by 8.6% and was recorded at $4.86 billion while earnings
were recorded as $6.35, up by 2.6%.

 Click here to read the full article in Forbes
Copyright © 2019 Forbes Media LLC

Millennial brides force David's Bridal, fresh out of
bankruptcy, to try something new

 February 13, 2019
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UNITED STATES- (Lauren Hirsch, CNBC) - David's Bridal already has something old: 60 years in
the bridal industry. Now, having emerged from three months in bankruptcy proceedings, it is
trying something new as start-up competition and millennial brides upend its market. The retailer
filed for bankruptcy in November, saddled in debt that partially stemmed from its $1.05 billion sale
to private equity firm Clayton Dubilier & Rice in 2012. It emerged from bankruptcy in January, a
quick in-and-out made easier after its lenders and equity investors agreed on a new structure. "We
are very happy to be on the other side of it," Chief Executive Officer Scott Key told CNBC.

 Click here to read the full article in CNBC
Copyright © 2019 CNBC LLC

 

CVS Health shows off new HealthHUB store design.
Makeover includes dietitians, wellness rooms for yoga

 February 13, 2019
 
UNITED STATES- (Angelica LaVito and  Bertha Coombs, CNBC)  -  CVS Health has unveiled its
new health-focused concept store that's designed to help the pharmacy chain become more of a
health-care provider than a place to pick up prescriptions and greeting cards. The three new pilot
stores in Houston have been redesigned with much more space devoted to services to help
customers manage chronic conditions like diabetes, hypertension and asthma. Called HealthHUBs,
they are part of the company's vision for its $70 billion acquisition of health insurer Aetna. In
addition to the pharmacy, each store has an expanded health clinic, with a lab for blood testing and
health screenings. There are also wellness rooms for yoga and seminars, dietitians and respiratory
specialists in the HealthHUBs.

 Click here to read the full article in CNBC
Copyright © 2019 CNBC LLC

 

Chick-fil-A, Starbucks, Arby's among eateries that took a hit
in DC area during shutdown, which cost US economy $11
billion

 February 13, 2019
 
UNITED STATES- (Amelia Lucas, CNBC) - President Donald Trump said he isn't happy with the
tentative border wall deal Congress announced Tuesday. But restaurants won't be happy if there's
another government shutdown. If Democrats and Republicans don't reach a final deal by the end of
day Friday, another shutdown could once again put pressure on Washington, D.C.-area businesses
in an industry that's already struggling with higher labor and commodity costs. The Congressional
Budget Office, a nonpartisan agency, estimated that  the 35-day shutdown in December and
January, the longest in U.S. history, cost the economy $11 billion, with $3 billion permanently lost.

 Click here to read the full article in CNBC
Copyright © 2019 CNBC LLC

 

A New Toys 'R' Us Emerges From the Wreckage - and It's
Looking for Partners

 February 11, 2019
 
WORLDWIDE- (Matthew Townsend, Bloomberg) - The remnant of Toys "R" Us Inc. is looking for
licensing partners to revive the brand in several parts of the world, including in the U.S. by next
Christmas. "That's certainly our intent, to be in a position where U.S. consumers can engage with
Toys 'R' Us and Babies 'R' Us again this holiday season," said Richard Barry, a former Toys "R" Us
executive who is now chief executive officer of new entity Tru Kids Inc. "A significant amount of
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market share has been left on the table."  Toys "R" Us liquidated its operations in the U.S., U.K.,
Australia and other regions last year after failing to emerge from bankruptcy. But units in other
markets, like Asia, remained in business and they still pay royalties to and buy private-label goods
from Tru Kids, essentially a licensor of brands.

 Click here to read the full article in Bloomberg
Copyright © 2019 Bloomberg L.P.
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