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Featured Article:

Luxor Capital to own Atlantic City's Ocean Resort Casino
 January 28, 2019

 
ATLANTIC CITY, N.J- (Wayne Parry, Associated Press)   - A New York hedge fund that lent money to
Atlantic City's Ocean Resort Casino is assuming ownership of it. Luxor Capital Group was identified as
the new owner in a press release Monday from the casino. The company, which is not related to the Luxor
casino in Las Vegas, will take over the ownership interest of Bruce Deifik (DIE'-fick) and his family. Luxor
Capitol will assume control once it receives interim authority to own a casino. Until it gets that approval,
which could come within three to four months, a trust will be created for the casino's temporary
ownership.

 Click here to read the full article in The Inquirer Daily News
Copyright © 2019  Philadelphia Media Network (Digital), LLC 

Legendary bookmaker Jimmy Vaccaro named Rivers Casino's
director of sports relations

 February 2, 2019
 
PENNSYLVANIA- (Jamie Martines, Trib Live) - Jimmy Vaccaro has seen decades of big sports bets. But
even the seasoned veteran of Las Vegas sportsbooks is excited for what's to come now that sports betting
is legal in Pennsylvania.  "I waited all my life to see this," the 73-year-old Trafford native said.  And
Pittsburgh hasn't seen anything yet, he added. Vaccaro thinks the region is a hotbed for the legal sports
betting market and the crowds at sportsbooks are only going to grow. "I've been telling everybody who
would listen: Whatever impact you see now, not just in Pennsylvania but across the nation, it will be three
times busier," Vaccaro said Friday.

 Click here to read the full article in Trib Live
Copyright © 2019 Trib Total Media, LLC 

Notice of settlement filed for Atlantic Club casino
 February 2, 2019

 
ATLANTIC CITY- (Avalon Zoppo and Molly Bilinski, Press of Atlantic City) - A notice of settlement has
been filed regarding the former Atlantic Club Casino Hotel, but the owner of the shuttered property
denies there has been a sale. The notice, filed Jan. 15, lists the seller as Florida-based TJM Properties and
the buyer as Jeffrey Smolinsky, on behalf of North American Acquisitions. A spokesman for TJM told The
Press there is no active contract and he was unsure why it was filed. Smolinsky did not return requests for
comment.

 Click here to read the article in Press of Atlantic City
Copyright © 2019 BH Media Group, Inc,

Draft Kings, casinos gear up for Super Bowl sports betting
debut

 February 1, 2019
 
ATLANTIC CITY- (Tyler Clifford, CNBC) - DraftKings expects to see a record volume of bets for Sunday's
Super Bowl LIII, now that sports betting is legal in eight states, Jason Robins, CEO of the fantasy sports
platform, told CNBC. "Not surprisingly, it's the biggest day of the year for us," he said Friday on "Closing
Bell."  "I've heard people estimate there could be over $100 million bet in New Jersey on the Super Bowl
this year, which would be amazing." One establishment taking advantage of the nascent industry, which
was cleared for states to legalize it after a 2018 U.S. Supreme Court ruling, is Borgata Hotel Casino & Spa
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in Atlantic City, New Jersey. Super Bowl Sunday has been a quiet day for the casino in the past, but
Borgata Sportsbook President and COO Marcus Glover told CNBC it will be different this time around.

 Click here to read the full article in CNBC
Copyright © 2019 CNBC LLC. 

NJ sports betting: Resorts, Hard Rock roll out new ways to
gamble before Super Bowl

 January 31, 2019
 
ATLANTIC CITY, N.J- (Wayne Parry, Associated Press)  - Just days before the Super Bowl, two Atlantic
City casinos have rolled out new sports betting products to capitalize on interest in the big game. Resorts
Casino launched its own branded online sport betting operation Thursday morning. It will complement
the in-person sports betting lounge the casino operates with DraftKings.  Hard Rock's in-person sports
betting began Tuesday afternoon, a few days after it was given permission by state gambling regulators to
begin online sports betting. The late entrants into New Jersey's sports betting market are likely to be the
last ones for Atlantic City casinos. Eight of the nine casinos now offer sports betting; Caesars does not but
its customers are served by the sportsbook at its adjacent sister property, Bally's.

 Click here to read the full article in app.Part of the USA Today Network
Copyright © 2019 app.com 

Virginia should put off casino debate until 2020, top senator
says

 January 30, 2019
 
VIRGINIA- (Marie Albiges, Daily Press) - Virginia's most powerful senator has suggested delaying any
legislation related to casinos - including whether to allow gambling in Norfolk or Portsmouth - for a
year. On Wednesday, the Senate Finance Committee agreed with the plan by Majority Leader Tommy
Norment, R-James City, to stop any local referendums on casinos until a comprehensive study is
done. Norment's amendment also says the bill allowing casinos in Portsmouth, Norfolk, Richmond, Bristol
and Danville won't go into effect unless the General Assembly considers and passes it again in 2020.

 Click here to read the full article in Daily Press
Copyright © 2019 Daily Press

Black Hawk casinos snapped up by East Coast operator
 January 29, 2019

 
LINCOLN, R.I.  - (Associated Press) - An East Coast casino operator is buying three properties nestled in
an old mining town in Colorado's central mountains. Twin River Worldwide Holdings, based in Rhode
Island, announced Tuesday it plans to buy the Golden Gates, Golden Gulch and Mardi Gras casinos in
Black Hawk, Colorado. Terms of the deal were not released.  The acquisition from Las Vegas-based
Affinity Gaming includes 36,000 square feet of gambling space, three restaurants and several bars. The
deal is expected to be completed in early 2020, pending approval by Colorado gambling officials.  Black
Hawk, which was founded in 1859 after gold was discovered in the area, is about 30 miles west of Denver.

 Click here to read the full article in FOX31 Denver
Copyright © 2019 KDVR, A TRIBUNE BROADCASTING STATION

Tribes assure lawmakers they're committed to border casino
 January 29, 2019

 
HARTFORD, Conn.- (Susan Haigh, Associated Press) -  The leaders of Connecticut's two federally
recognized tribes tried to assure state lawmakers Tuesday they remain committed to opening their Tribal
Winds casino near the Massachusetts state line, despite lengthy delays in obtaining final federal approval
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for the project.  Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Chairman Rodney Butler and Mohegan Tribal Chairman
Kevin Brown said the tribes have spent about $14 million so far on the project. The site for the $300 million
East Windsor project along I-91 has been purchased and cleared; most state and local approvals have been
obtained; and a project labor agreement has been reached with construction unions. MMCT Venture, the
development company formed by the two tribes, is now awaiting the final OK from the federal
government or the passage of proposed state legislation this session that would eliminate the required
federal authorization.

 Click here to read the full article in the Boston Herald
Copyright © 2019 MediaNews Group, Inc.

MGM closes on $850 million purchase of Empire City Casino in
Yonkers

 January 29, 2019
 
ALBANY-  (Joseph Spector, Albany Bureau)  -  MGM Resorts on Tuesday closed on its $850 million
purchase of Empire City Casino and Yonkers Raceway.  The deal was  finalized after the state Gaming
Commission on Monday  approved the transfer of the licenses for gaming and horse racing from the
Rooney family to MGM. "We are pleased to welcome the 1,200 employees at Empire City Casino to the
MGM Resorts family," Jim Murren, chairman and CEO of MGM Resorts, said in a statement.  "Over the
past three years, we have established a meaningful presence in the Northeast with Borgata in Atlantic
City, MGM National Harbor in Maryland, and MGM Springfield in Western Massachusetts." The racino
with 5,200 video-lottery terminals is only 15 miles from Times Square in Manhattan, the Las-Vegas based
gambling giant noted.

 Click here to read the full article in lohud.Part of the USA Today Network
Copyright 2019 lohud.com

Sports Betting May Soon Be Legal in New York, but Only 4
Casinos Upstate Would Offer It

 January 28, 2019
 
ALBANY - (Jesse McKinley, The New York Times) - New York moved a giant step toward legalized sports
betting on Monday, as the State Gaming Commission offered initial approval of a 33-page set of proposed
rules that would allow such wagers at four upstate casinos. The unanimous decision of the seven-person
commission comes less than a year after  a Supreme Court ruling  cleared the way for such operations
outside of Nevada, which once had a monopoly on betting parlors under a 1992 law.  Since then,  other
states have legalized sports betting, including New Jersey, whose lawmakers had long clamored for it and
passed it last year. The state now allows such betting in casinos and at racetracks, and also allows people
within the state's borders to place wagers online.

 Click here to read the full article in The New York Times
Copyright © 2019 The New York Times Company

 

Tribes name planned East Windsor casino "Tribal Winds"
 January 28, 2019

 
HARTFORD  - (Christine Stuart, CT Post) -  MMCT Venture LLC, a joint venture formed by the
Mashantucket Pequot and Mohegan tribes, said Monday it will name its casino in East Windsor "Tribal
Winds."  Tribal officials plan on Tuesday to update the General Assembly's public safety committee on
plans for the development. The casino, north of Hartford and just 13 miles south of the MGM Springfield
casino, has been stalled by the U.S. Department of the Interior's refusal to immediately approve changes in
the tribal agreements with the state of Connecticut - a requisite for moving forward.

 Click here to read the full article in CT Post
Copyright © 2019 Hearst Media Services Connecticut, LLC
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